Vinuri is a researcher and scientist
who loves to discover things we didn’t
know before. Travelling overseas and
seeing how bad pollution is in other
parts of the world inspired her to try to
find a solution to the biggest modern
threat to our oceans - plastic pollution.
Find out more:

futureyouaustralia.com.au/pathfinders/vinuri
I use my communication
skills to talk about my
research and plastic
pollution in general to
students, making them
more aware of the reality.

3 STEM skills required for this job

Critical thinking

Science

Problem solving

STEM Meter

How much Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM) does this job use?

S D 85%
T G 57%
E G 52%
M @R 72%

K Source: jobsandskills.gov.au J

5 reasons why you
should do this job

. You help solve really big problems

2 Work with all sorts of interesting people
3 Opportunities to keep learning

4 Save the ocean

5 Teach others how to save the planet

Subjects to develop these skills

Science, Mathematics, Digital
Technology

Science

Design and Technologies, Digital
Technology
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A day in the life of a researcher/scientist

I wake up ready to tackle my fieldwork day! I quickly get ready and have my breakfast.

I get to the marina with my colleague Sophie. We have put lots of plastic underwater for 6 months now. Don’t worry,
they’re in cages so the plastic doesn’t wash away! I have to take some plastic out of the water today to look at the
different bacteria growing on them. I do this once a month for a year. So we pull out two cages- from the berth.

We have now collected my plastic samples for this month. All the plastics are put in clean tubes and kept on ice. This
is so the bacteria on the plastics don't dry out from the heat. Now, the race is on to quickly get my plastic samples

into the university freezer for storage.

I have made it to the university with my plastic samples. I rush into our walk-in -20°C freezer and store my samples.
I will process them in the lab on another day because right now I have to get into my office.

All my friends are in the office today, so I spend a bit of time chatting with everyone and catching up on what
everyone has been up to.

I have responded to all my emails and now I should get some work done. I'm going to do some writing for one of the
scientific papers I've been putting off.

I just finished writing the introduction of my paper. It's on some research I did for my PhD which looks at bacteria
living on plastic. I'm planning to submit this paper to Environmental Microbiology soon! I'm getting hungry now.

I have my lunch and start preparing for a talk I'm giving soon.

I log in to Zoom and catch up with my colleagues at Arludo where I also work as a STEM educator giving talks to
students! I quickly go over the slides with my colleagues and we make sure technology is on our side today.

I finish giving my virtual talk to students on oceanic threats and marine plastic pollution. This was my biggest
audience with Arludo with over 570 students! They asked some interesting questions at the end. I also showed them
some microplastics under a digital microscope which was cool. Afterwards I do a debrief with my Arludo colleagues
on how everything went and how we can improve the next time. I'm a little tired, but I have to go to our lab meeting!
In today’s meeting, some of my work friends practiced their talks which they will be presenting at the International
Otolith Conference in Chile next week. Otoliths are fish ear bones that grow yearly like tree rings. Marine scientists
use otoliths to figure out the age of the fish and to see which environments they have been in. My work friends'
presentations were great! Its great to see their latest research findings.

Lab meeting is done so it’s time to head back to my office and do a bit more writing. I'm starting to feel like I've hit
my work capacity for the day. Fieldwork this morning was energy-consuming! But the flexibility in doing the PhD is
that I can leave when I want- as long as I get my work done on time. I decide to head out soon and call it a day.

I get home, but today is my gym day. So I quickly get ready to go to the gym.

Just got back home from the gym and now I'm going to make dinner.

I just finished having dinner. Time to watch an episode of Modern Family.

Oops, one episode became two! I have showered, and now I'm heading to my room to try to do some meditation.

Meditating went great for the first couple of minutes, but then I couldn’t concentrate. I check my phone and catch up
on my social media

Enough scrolling. I need to sleep. Good night!




